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University Grants Comimission 2—3 Ci ?f R*f

o 15, Feroze Shah Road g ;

F.No. 6-11/2015(8CT) :-' 4 Sl s £ "t,‘l Ap(‘i[ﬁ ;.I,'U‘s £ i
= g /( -f 29 AFR 201

‘F(J. . L e ;j +
The Registrar, fi o T ] ( - .?____
Panjab Univestiy o —— m,Q/d’” /f i
Chandigarh, B o ™ B !
PIN - 160 014. , e ;F__,_g;:w j L —

Subject:- Regarding Accessible India Campaign (Sugamya Bharat Abhiyan). a7 o
nationwide flagship campaign for achieving un;versai acceysibility for
PwDs. : e

Sir
I am directed to enclose herewith a copy of letter number F. No. 19-6/2014
Desk U dated 29/01/2016 received from Ministry of Human Resource Developimieut.
Department of Higher Education, CU Division, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi on the
subject mentioned above and to request you to take action at the earliest and sene! the
action taken report to UGC urgently. This may also be brought to the notice of the
colleges affiliated by our country, e

¥ 4 Yours faithfully,

? e

s
o X:( " (Madhu Mebia)
o ol AAder Seciztary

‘/\0 Jr E’/. i
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q \. {:/‘Ui""“‘" . i
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Encl. as above:
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Govt. of India
Ministry of Human Resource Development
Department of Higher Education

CU Division
Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi
Dated the 24/01/2016
To
The Secretary, G Tewaugh @ :% —_—
‘University Grants Commission, ' sGretay S §{ [(
Bahadur Shah Z afar Marg, ' O A.
New Delhi-1 10002 ' | .

Sub: Accessible India q(impmg,n (Sugumya Bharat Abhiyan), as a nationwide
flagship campaign for achieving umversal accessibility for PwDs.
i
Sir,

I am directed to forward herewith a copy of O.M. No. 11-5/2015/SC/8T
dated 4™ January 2016 alongwith enclosure D.O. letter No.4-19/2015-AIC dated
9.12.2015, Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (EPwD)
received from SC/ST Cell on the subject mentioned above.

2. Itis requested that the comments/ views as well as Action Taken Report may
. >0 be furnished to this Division at the earliest.
5 :;&
TP e / Yours faithfully,
< :} Encl: As above : r - .

-
(P. Bhaktavatsalam)

nS“‘" . (H/f‘v\\

Under Secretary to the Government of India
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F. No. 11-5/2015-SC/ST
Government of India
Ministry of Human Resoutce Development
Deparunent of ngher Education "ﬁ
Fconomic Administration Division

(SC/ST Cell)
Sk otk
Shastri Bhawan, New Dell
Dated:- 4™ January, 2016

~obecn-Accessible India Campaign (Sugamya Bharat Abhiyan), as a nationwid
flagship campaign for achieving univetsal 'u:cesstbihty for PwDs-reg,

The undetsigned is directed to forward' hérew_ith a copy of Secret:u-y, D/
Empowerment of Persons with Disabilides (EPwD)’s D.O. No. 4-19/2015-A1C date
9.12.2015 regarding above mentioned subject, forwardmg therewith a copy of minute
of meeting held on 18.11, 2015 to discus the decisions taken in the meeting chaired
Hon’ble Prime Minister of India on 4.11.2015, and requested for unplernentauan of th
decisions taken in the meeting.

2, In view of above, it is requested to all Bureau Heads of D/o H.E. to arrange t
provide the Actipn Taken Report of the implementions of decisions taken in th
meeting held on 18,11.2015 at the earliest to enable the SC/ST Cell to compile th
same before it is forwarded to D/o Empowestment of Persons with Disabilites.

Encl:- As above.

jlc,.g\ | . @';"/Ca/\\\\b

(Davinder Pal Singt

Ca ) ?(LP/K\‘WU’ Deputy Secretary (EAL
Ph. No.- 011- 2338147

D g .gvk‘f

1] Addl Secretaty (TE). : : |4 e / 6

2 | Joint Sectetary (1CC) | ' (utle €D /e

3 | Joint Secretary (CU&L) | ' Ut D ] 1€
4 |Joint Secretary (TEI) | | 1+ «0.1]  yyde Cz) f1&

5. | Joint Secretaty (HE) ' L T-NATS) / &
6| Joint Secretary (Admin) g ttvels)/lé

7 |JointSecretay & FA | 1Tl ij4ve (6D /Le
8 | DDG(STAT, P&M)| T _!i‘f wolCa" /1€

Copy to:- ptye 2D/16 !
‘ FEconomic Advisor, 1D/o School Education & Literacy to furnish the ATR ¢

the decision pertains to D /o Sh&L directly to D/o EPwD.
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Sacretary ut=rET aet, valarur vaa, ©@ i e, s
- 1335056(0) D11-24369067(F) w0, =g fyeett-110 oos
=~z secretaryda-msje@nic.in ! X b _Government of indin @ £7
by A &5\7% o e TR 3““") Ministry of Social Justice & Empowerment

i Sires
g = <an s TEE

ﬂ\\ \,L\ [ p——— LDepartment of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities
23 Bog s Lced 5* Floor, Paryavaran Bhawan,
CGO Complex, Lodhi Road, New Delhi-110 003

D.0. No. 4-19/2015 - AIC ; 9" December, 2015
)éﬁm- \/imml '5}"\'57-‘3—0?

Campaign {(Sugamya Bharat Abhiyan), which was launched on 3" December, 2015 on
the occasion of International Day for Persons with Disabilities. Though the Hon'ble
Prime Minister had planned to launch the campaign, due to exigencies of floods in
Channai, he had to leave for Chennai and Hon'ble Finance Minister Shri Arun Jaitley
launched the campaign and also read the speech of Hor'ble Prime Minister. | am

} %“am exiramely ihankful to you for extending support to Accessible India
! anclosing the full speech of the Hon'ble Prime Minister for the bccasion.
i

I The Hon'cle PM, in his speech, underlined the Importan{ce of Accessible [ndia
i Campaign in the following words:

}

| “This campaign in its true sense has the mission of changing the physical
! and virlual infrastructure of the country so as to make it more accessible and
inclusive. for the persons with disabilities (PwDs). This campaign will pave lhe
. way fer equal rights and participation of brothers and sisters with disabilities in
. all community activities. Our disabled brothers and sisters will get empoweied in
{ trus sense.

The target to make built environment, transport system and Informatiion
i Communication Technology eco-system accessible on such a vast scale is
! extremely important and [ invite all the Central Government Minisiries and State
\ Governments to actively come forward and participate in successful
| implementation of the campaign.

\ The purpose of writing this letter is lo request synergistic implementation of this
important campaign.

To start with, we have to work on the following largets immediately.

tn K.l/n W/ ' il
) W)(i) Conducting accessibility audit of all the international airporis and converting
. K{* ’V\{.‘_\_them into fully accessible international airports (July, 2018).

/ (i),  Ensuring that A1, A & B category railway stations in the country are converted

- into fully accessible railway stations (July, 2016).

ez i

i
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&g
/| (i) Conducting accessibility audit of 50%
l' State Governments) wet
‘.r 1 websites (March, 2017).
(iv)  Developing and adoption of

sign-language interpretation in c
(July, 2018).

It is requested
up implementation of the targets co
of Empowerment of Persons with

\ Empowerment, Government of India.
\\ In addition, | also request imple
\ held on 18.11.2015 in my Departmen
| Hon'ble Prime Minister (

Y

lﬁi

t in com

W :f Heow  AlSBAmTLeD rﬁ‘:c&

Enel as above.

Shri Vinay Sheel Oberoi,

Secretary,

Department of Higher-Educatior,

Ministry of Human Resource Development,
Shastri Bhawan, ]

New Delhi-110001.

sites and converting
tmere ]

national
onsultation with National media aut

that instructicns may be is
neerning them in co
Disabiliies (DEPWD),

mentation of the deci

copy of minutes enclosed).

of all government (both Central and
them into fully accessible

standards on captioning and
horities

sued to the concerned officials to take
llaboration with the Department
Ministry of Social Justice &

sions taken in the meeting

pliance with the instructions given by

i
ol |

Yours sincerely,

G
._r,...--“-—'*"‘_"""' . o

(Lcw'r Verma)



State Governments) websites and converting them into fully accessible [ -

(‘ [ (i) Conducting accessibility audit of 50% of all government (both Central and
i websites (March, 2017).

(iv) Developing and adoption  of national standards on captioning and
sign-language interpretation in consultation with National media authorities

(July, 20186).

It is requested that instructions may be issued to the concerned officials to take
| up implementation of the targets concerning them in collaboration with the Department
\ of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (DEPwWD), Ministry of Social Justice &
\ Empowerment, Government of India. '
\ In addition, | also request implementation of the decisions taken in the meeting
\ held on 18.11.2015 in my Depariment in compliance with the instructions given by
| Hon'ble Prime Minister ( copy of minutes enclosed). . i

\)\[ '. Hr AT rﬁ.ﬂa‘f_nq-b ' /

Yours sincerely,.

s

(Lo»—! Verma)

Encl as above.

Shri Vinay Sheel Oberoi,

Secretary,

Department of Higher-Education,

Ministry of Human Resource Development,
Shastri Bhawan,

New Delhi-110001.
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0.0. No. 4-19/2015 — AIC : | 9" pecember, 2015

Jem V'lr\m‘ 'SJ“W‘F—T-@—Q_‘/
| am extremely thankful to you for extending support to Accessible India

Campaign (Sugamya Bharat Abhiyan), which was launched on 3" December, 2015 on
the occasion of International Day for Persons with Disabilities. Though the Hon'ble
Prime Minister had planned to launch the campaign, due to exigencies of flonds in
Chennai, he had to leave for Chennai and Hon'ble Finance Minister Shri Arun Jaitley
launched lhe campaign and zlso read the speech of Hon'ble Prime Minister. | am

f enclosing the full speech of the Hon'ble Prime Minister for the bccasion.

f The Hon'ble PM, in his speech, underlined the importani:e of Accessible India

i Campaign in the following words:

1

| “This campaign in its true sense has the mission of changing the physical

| and viriual infrastructure of the country so as to make it more accessible and

| inclusive for the persons with disabilities (PwDs). This campaign will pave the

 way for equal rights and participation of brothers and sisters with disabilities i

-~ all community activities. Our disabled brothers and sisters will get empoweied in
{ true sense.

The target to make built environment, transport system and Information
Communication Technology eco-system accessible on such a vast scale Is
extremely important and [ invite all the Central Government Ministries and State
Governments to actively come forward and participate in successful
i itplementation of the campaign.

s

e

\' The purpose of writing this lefter is o request synergistic implementation of this
important campaign.

hlﬂ start with, we have to work on the following largets immediately.
; tn W/ - .
/ W](i) Conducting accessibility audit of all the international airports and converting
- ,}é‘ ’U\lh_t'nern into fully accessible international airports (July. 2019).
T '
¥ g (i).  Ensuring that A1, A & B category railway stations in the country are canverted
into fully accessible railway stations (July, 2016).
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/a: Tr focvs on Jisability as a theme separate Prizes m93 be awarced in the

Nationa! Scierce Congress to be conducted by the Ministry of Science

.nd Technelogy from this year itself. From rext year onwards, special

sessions devoted to the theme of accessibility may be included in the
National Science Congress.

(Action: -Ministry of Science & Technology)

I11 An attempt may be made to arrange competitions for use of sign
language for the disabled by the masses

In this regard instructions may be 1ssued by the Deptt. of h_.gvher
Education. Ali Yavar Jung National Institute for Hearing Handicapped
(AYONIHH] may formulate some sample competitions / quizzes to be
used by Ministry of HRD,

(Action: - Ministry of Human Resource Development)

° The Ali Yavar Jung National Institute of Hean’ng Handicapped,
(AYJNTHH) Mumbai, to organize regular competitions on Sign Language
(Action: - AYJNIHH, Mumbai)

LIV To prepare innovative audio-visual material for Persons with

Disabilities taking into consideration the daily needs of the disabled.

* To modify existing guidelines suitably so that certain percentage of

publicity material may be prepared in Braille format for the benefit of
the visually impaired.
(Action: - Ministry of Information & Broadcasting)

v During film festivals, an attempt may be made for screening a
special show for the disabled. Films may be prepared taking into’ special .

needs of visually impaired and hearing impaired people.

« To issue Speciﬁc instructions in this regard that at least one film
festival in a year should focus on disability/disabled people.
(Action: - Directorate of Film Festivals, Ministry of I&E)

* Ministry of 1&B to initiate action for captioning, audio description etc. of
films & documentaries and TV programmes on National Channels &
other public channels for the benefit of Visually impaired and Hearing
impaired persons.

LS}

ct

1
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74

»  Ministry of 1&B to decide on use of Text to Speech’ feature in the

Television Set Top Boxes.
(Action: - Ministry of Information & Broadcasting)

71 An attempt may be made to orpanize special seminars, workshops of

11 stakeholders related to construction

of buildings, transport

snvironment and IOT ecosystem, so as to make the new and existing
nfrastructure accessible to the disabled.

Vil

Special seminars and workshops on the campaign would be organized
in different regions/States of the country jointly with Ministries of
Urban Development, Ministry of Railways, Ministry of Road Transport &

Highways & Ministry of DEITY etc.

(Action: « All concerned Ministries/Departments)

To issue instructions to the Railway Zonal Offices to organize such
<eminars and workshops and inputs received from Railway Zonal

Offices may be forwarded to the DEPwD. ¢
{Action: - Ministry of Railways)

Time lines proposed for the campaign may be suitably revised
<o as to accomplish the objectives in a shorter period of time.

Built Environment Accessibility

government buildings in 48 cities

July, 2016

Target Timelines 1 Revised
Timeline (now
- proposed)
Access audit of at least O30 July, 2016

—anrd-make-therm fully-accessibile—

Melke 50% of government buildings
in NCR and state capitals fully
accessible

July, 2019

July , 2018

Access audit of 50% government
buildings and make  them
accessible in 10  important
towns/cities of states not covered

in targets 1 and 2

J uly: 2022

T July, 2019,

Transport system accessibility

Access audit of all intematiun.alI
airports and make them accessible |

July, 2016

| July, 2016

Access audit of domestic airports |
and make them accessible

July, 2019

March, 2018

Make Al, A and B r:atcgory'
stations fully accessible

July, 2016

July, 2016




ce % of all Railway stations | July, 2019 .| March, 2018 " ‘}‘
fecesss 4 . , R (.
e 10% of Covernment owned | July, 2019 March, 2018 },?
trans cort fully acressible bt
 Enowledge and ICT Ecosystem accessibility .
' 50%  nof Central and State | July, 2019~ March, 2017
Goverrinegt websites meet
accessibility standards = -
At least 50% of public documents | July, 2019 { March, 2013
" | meet accessibility standards
' Train 200 additional sign language | July, 2019 March, 2018
| interpreters
Create and finalize standards for | July, 2016 July, 2016
captioning - and sign language| -
| interpretation
At lea¥t 25% of public TV |July, 2019 March, 2013
| programmes on government |
‘channels  comply with  set|
| standards ' |

‘111 A proposal to earmark a small portion of the budget of all the
inistries of Government of India for fnaking the public offices and

~shsites accessible should be considered. The State Goverﬂments/UTs
ould be encouraged to do the same,

» Instructions to be issued by Department of Economic Affairs (DEA],
Ministry of Finance (MoF) to the Ministries/Departments to take
necessary steps to earmark the required budget for making the
public offices and websites accessible.

{Action: - Ministry of Finance)

") The MPLAD & MLALAD funds could be utilized for this campaign,

»  Guidelines be suitably revised and instructions be issued in this
regard to all concerned for permitting utilization of the MPLAD funds
for creating accessible features in public infrastructure, public
transportation and ICT.

(Action: - Ministry of Statistics & Programme Implementation]

The meeting ended with a vote of thanks.



